


On the 10th year anniversary of  
Sun Life Foundation we look 

back on our years of service and 
look  forward to another decade 

of touching lives. 
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Even after 10 years of service, each thank you I hear still fills my heart as much as it did when we first started our 
work at Sun Life Foundation. Every expression of gratitude I have been privileged to hear from our beneficiaries is 
different, and it has been an honor for me to represent every Sun Lifer in receiving these words of thanks from 
people whose lives we have touched. I am proud to stand among all of you in our heartfelt commitment towards 
building a brighter world. 

Riza Mantaring

As we mark a momentous year for Sun Life Foundation, it 
seems only fitting that I start by expressing my utmost 
gratitude to each and every person who has made the 
foundation what it is today.  In nearly a decade of work we 
have touched thousands of lives in almost every region of the 
Philippines. The Foundation could have never achieved this 
magnitude of success without the help of Sun Lifers that have 
contributed their time and talents to our efforts towards a 
building a brighter world. Similarly, without our committed 
project partners, we would not have been able to carry out so 
widely the life-changing work that we do. For all this, from the 
very bottom of my heart, I say thank you.  

Thank you is also a phrase we have been told time and time again over the 10 years of Sun Life Foundation. It is 
echoed by children across the country whenever we inaugurate a new school building constructed under our 
education pillar. Through our projects in health, patients covered by the medical grants given by Sun Life 
Foundation express their heartfelt thanks for the often life-saving assistance they receive. Entire communities have 
thanked us for the work we have done in implementing sustainable environmental initiatives that benefit hundreds 
of families at a time. Through our arts and culture pillar, thousands of Filipinos have expressed their thanks through 
the enjoyment they show when they visit the museums or attend the festivals that the Foundation makes possible.   

A Message from our Chairman

A decade later, I am also immensely proud of the impact that we have been able to achieve through the 
Foundation’s diverse portfolio of projects. My pride in all that we have been able to do for others is only matched 
by my excitement at all the work that Sun Life Foundation can still do for our countrymen. I am confident that in 
the next 10 years of service we will not only continue our impactful work but create even bigger changes that 
contribute towards a better and of course, a brighter Philippines. 

“Thank You” 

These two words are perhaps the most impactful that 
we, as people, can say to one another. It is a simple 
phrase, but it carries with it acknowledgment, 
appreciation, and above all gratitude.  

Thank you for allowing me to lead you in service.
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A Message from our President

What can happen in a decade? In a world that rapidly moves, the possibilities are endless. Ideally, however, 
the changes that would take place would be ones for the greater good, and would lead people to a better 
place than where they were 10 years ago. 

This, in a nutshell, is what Sun Life Foundation has been striving to accomplish, ever since its inception 10 
years ago: that we could use the time and resources we have to create a positive change in the communities 
we serve. 

In fact, the quantity and scale of our projects have grown dramatically. We’ve been able to boost livelihood 
and education in areas affected by calamities through Project 120 Boats and Classrooms, while also bringing 
hope and cheer in different communities through 120 Rays of Giving Back. We’ve created a nurturing home 
for Pasig River re-settlers in the Legacy of Light Village in Laguna, and have also promoted good values 
through engagement activities with the youth.   

Alex Narciso

We had simple dreams when we started, with only a handful of initiatives influenced by our pillars of 
education, health, environment, and arts & culture. Thankfully, with the support of the whole Sun Life 
community – from our corporate and regional offices, to our employees and advisors – we have been able 
to dream bigger and achieve more change in the communities we serve. 

Truly a lot can happen in ten years.

It has been quite fulfilling to know that, in our own 
way, we have been able to create a positive impact on 
the lives of the beneficiaries of the Sun Life 
Foundation’s projects, and that we have the support of 
our generous volunteers and donors. It has been an 
honor to serve, and a privilege to provide other 
opportunities to do good.

And we’d like to do more of it. 

We aim to launch more holistic projects that will 
transform communities and help more people; 
promote financial literacy, which is core of our 
business; and leverage further on technology to source 
creative and viable projects. 

There is still so much to be done. And Sun Life 
Foundation will be right here, doing what it can, 
throughout the next decade and beyond. 
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A Message from our Executive Director

Kristine Dianne Millete 

It is such a great privilege for me to be part of Sun Life 
Foundation on its milestone year. I joined the 
Foundation fairly recently, but it didn’t take long to 
understand how this has successfully touched and 
changed the lives of so many through the years. The 
magnitude of our impact comes from the steadfast 
partnerships we have forged leading up to our tenth 
year, and the spirit of volunteerism within our 
organization. Truly with our project partners and our 
beneficiaries, the Sun Life community continues to build 
a Philippines that only gets brighter every year.  

Over the past decade we saw a deeper desire for 
volunteerism. From the employees, to the agency force, 
and even our very own Philippine Leadership Team. 
These committed Sun Lifers have traded in weekends 
of rest and personal time for long hours of travel to far 
off communities where they help build classrooms or 
plant trees. They spread light whether on coastal clean-
ups or spending time with orphaned children and 
abandoned elderly. This passion for volunteerism and 
giving back has never once faltered. 

We have transformed lives and communities. Through key projects that have allowed indigent but bright 
students to gain access to quality education, we have given them and their families the opportunity to rise 
above poverty. Through donating 120 fishing boats to those affected by natural disasters, we saw fathers 
regain the ability to provide for their families. Trough training sessions on financial literacy for Sari-Sari store 
owners we empower entire families to properly run their small business so that this, in turn, can enrich their 
communities.  

One of our projects that will always remain special to me is Project 120 Classrooms. Through this post Haiyan 
rebuilding project, we saw the future of a generation rise above tragedy and calamity. These are only some 
stories over the past 10 years that prove how Sun Life Foundation has indeed transformed lives. I applaud our 
like-hearted project partners who help us implement projects on the ground. Without them, we would not 
have accomplished ten years of meaningful work. 

Partnerships between Sun Life Foundation, our project partners, and the Sun Life community is 
most definitely the key to our success. As we move forward to a new decade of uplifting lives, we 
once again root ourselves and build on this core. Anything can be done as long as we work together 
with love. Through this, every Sun Lifer and every project partner is a “Brighter World Builder”. I 
am humbled to bear witness to a new decade where we can continue projects that transform 
communities and promote inclusion to as many Filipinos in our country.  
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We Are a committed 
corporate foundation 
that is successful in 
sustaining 
community 
transformation 
initiatives.

OUR VISION



To uplift the lives of 
Filipinos by 

providing financial 
resources, time, and 

talents in support of 
education, culture, 
good health and a 

wholesome 
environment. 

OUR MISSION 



Profile 
Incorporated in 2007, Sun Life 
Financial Philippines Foundation 
Inc. is the venue through which 
Sun Life subsidiaries in the 
Philippines, their employees, and 
agents support marginalized and 
and disadvantaged members of 
society.  

The Foundation is a grant giving 
organization that focuses its 
activities on four areas of concern: 
education, environment, health, 
and arts & culture. 

Values 
Integrity 
We commit to the highest standards of 
business ethics and good governance. 

Engagement 
We listen to our beneficiaries and 
partners and work with them in 
effecting desired community 
transformations.  

Customer Focus 
We focus on the basic needs of our 
beneficiaries and work with them in 
meeting those needs. 

Excellence 
We deliver the best service and 
support to our beneficiaries and 
partners in the most cost effective and 
efficient manner. 

Value 
Our initiatives improve the quality of 
life of our beneficiaries in measurable 
terms at the least cost.



 
 

Ten Highlights 
from 
Ten Years of 
Building a 
Brighter 
World 
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1.  Our Communities 3 Communities Where 
We’ve Made the 

Biggest Difference: 
1. Legacy of Light Village 

in Calauan, Laguna 
2. Water upgrading 

system in Abuan, 
Isabela 

3. Earth Hour Village in 
Monreal, Masbate

Sun Life Foundation prides itself in working to 
develop different communities, each with a diverse 
set of needs. The Legacy of Light Village in 
Calauan, Laguna is a resettlement community 
where residents were properly consulted to set up 
a fully functional community. In Abuan, Isabela, 
Sun Life Foundation funded the installation of a 
water system that continues to benefit hundreds 
of families. Meanwhile the Earth Hour Village in 
Monreal, Masbate is one of the first sustainable 
communities in the Philippines.



 2. Our 120 Initiatives
Centred on Sun Life’s 120th Year of operations in the Philippines, the Foundation 
spearheaded 3 different projects that involved both the company and its work force. In 
response to the devastating Typhoon Haiyan of 2013, 120 Boats and 120 Classrooms 
gave back a source of livelihood and education infrastructure to communities directly 
affected by one of the greatest calamities to take place in the Philippines. Meanwhile, 
120 Rays of Giving Back engaged both employee and advisor force in spreading joy 

After the mobilization of 
Sun Lifers, the 120 Boats 
project even exceeded its 

initial target of 120! 

Project 120 Classrooms 
targets completion in 2019

A total of 11,127 Sun Lifers 
from 91 different 

departments, units, and 
branches participated in 

120 rays of giving back by 
donating their time, 

talents, and resources



 
55 Scholars

3. Our Scholars

The goal of Sun Life’s scholarship program is to provide comprehensive educational assistance to 
to disadvantaged but deserving students. In the past decade the Foundation has supported:

8 Universities
STATS



 4.  Our Volunteers

Over the years Sun Life Foundation has successfully mobilized volunteers from the both its 
work and agent force. Through carrying out dozens of volunteer activities with its different 
project partners, the Foundation continues to cultivate a corporate culture of giving and 
service.

#Brighter 
WorldBuilder 
#CircleofKindness 

STATS
We’ve engaged over 
8000 volunteers for 

almost 200 volunteer 
activities!



 

5.  Our Blood Donation Drives

Three times a year, Sun Life Foundation mobilizes 
Sun Lifers to participate in a blood donation drive 
with the Philippine Red Cross. This is what these 
donation drives have been able to do:

Liters 
Donated

880

Patients 
Helped 5,868

1,956 
Donors

ST
AT

S



 
6.  Our Brigada 

Eskwela Activities 

Since 2013, Sun Life Foundation has mobilized its work force to participate in the Department of 
Education led Brigada Eskwela. Apart from the clean ups and maintenance work conducted by 
volunteers, Sun Life Foundation also donates on a yearly basis school bags and teachers kits for 
the beneficiaries of Brigada Eskwela sites. 

Total No. of 
Volunteers 2,609 Total No. Of 

Beneficiaries28,943
STATS



 
P 

7. Our Awards

In 2015, the International 
Association of Business 

Communications Philippines 
awarded Sun Life Foundation 
a Quill Award of Excellence 

for communications 
management and corporate 

social responsibility after the 
success of its “120 Rays of 

Giving Back” program

A Gold Anvil Award was 
presented to Sun Life 

Foundation in 2016, again for 
the “120 Rays of Giving Back” 

program. Anvil Awards are 
some of the most prestigious 

accolades to be given in 
Philippine Public Relations.

Of all the campaigns run by Sun Life Foundation, its “120 Rays of Giving Back for a 
Brighter World” is one of the widely recognized. This project engaged more than 
11,000 Sun Lifers and its impact was acknowledged by two award giving bodies. 



 8. Our Disaster Relief Initiatives

As one of the most disaster prone countries in the 
world, Sun Life Foundation responds to natural 
disasters and calamities in the Philippines through 
volunteer engagements and calls for donation. The 
Foundation works with leading organizations in the 
field of disaster response for deployment of disaster 
relief goods.

Our Partners 



 

9. Our Partners

Sun Life Foundation works through program partners who then carry out projects 
supported by the Foundation’s various directives under its four pillars. Over the years 
the Foundation, through its partners, have created impactful changes for thousands of 
its beneficiaries all over the Philippines. Below are the three largest grants awarded by 
Sun Life Foundation to its project partners.

Sun Life Foundation awarded a 78 Million 
Peso grant to Children’s Hour Philippines Inc. 
Children’s Hour is the Foundation’s partner 

for “120 Classrooms,” a project for education 
infrastructure rebuilding after Typhoon 

Haiyan in 2013.

In cooperation with ABS-CBN Lingkod 
Kapamilya Foundation, Sun Life Foundation has 
built a complete and sustainable resettlement 
community. Through a 49 Million Peso Grant, 

The Legacy of Light Village in Calauan, Laguna 
is now home to families who were greatly 

affected by Typhoon Glenda which took place in 
2014.

Sun Life Foundation’s legacy in preserving the 
state of the environment in the Philippines will 
carry on through several project partnerships 
with World Wildlife Fund to work in climate 

change resiliency efforts.



 
10. Our Beneficiaries
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Overview of Program Financing
Education 
22 million 

Health 
3 million

2017 Highlights

Arts & Culture 
Php 500,000

Environment 
Php 222,000 

Volunteerism 
1 million 

Disaster Response 
1.6 million 

4%

6%

2%

11%

1%

78%

28 
Million

0

550,000

1,100,000

1,650,000

2,200,000

Pledges

2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

In 4 years the 
Macaulay Club has 
raised a total of 4 
million pesos for 

Sun Life 
Foundation!  

Pe
so

s 
Ra

is
ed

Program giving
Over the years the Macaulay Club has 
contributed substantially to the 
different projects and initiatives 
supported by Sun Life Foundation. 
This elite club of change makers have 
contr ibuted to funding school  
infrastructure, long term scholarships, 
and accessibility to education post 
Typhoon Haiyan. 
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Education 

Project 120 Classrooms
Started in 2014 as a response to Typhoon Haiyan rebuilding efforts, Sun Life 
Foundation embarked on a project to construct 120 classrooms in areas most 
devastated by the super typhoon. Building 120 classrooms to mark 120 years of Sun 
Life in the Philippines, the project has seen a total of 92 classrooms inaugurated, and 
targets completion of all 120 classrooms in 2019. 

A total of 25 classrooms were 
constructed in 2017.

Program Partner 
Children’s Hour Philippines  

Program Sites 
Leyte, Camarines Sur, and Capiz 

Each donated classroom is fully 
equipped with blackboards, chairs, 
ceiling fans, teachers desks, and 
their own washrooms at the back.

Project 120 Classrooms prioritizes 
partnerships with schools in 
provinces greatly devastated by 
Typhoon Haiyan.

Sun Life Foundation continues its 
work in beneficiary schools of 
Project 120 Classrooms through 
donating school kits, initiating 
volunteerism activities, and 
connecting them with a network of 
partners for sustainable education 
programs.
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Education 

TRANSFORM + Family Academy
TRANSFORM is a 16-week training curriculum that provides education to strengthen 
families in the key areas of values, health and livelihood. In conjunction with this 
program, Family Academy provides children with personalised one-on-one learning 
sessions in the home. Both programs ensure holistic development for both parents 
and children of the beneficiary families.

Program Partner 
International Care Ministries 

Program Sites 
Cebu, Bohol, Negros, Iloilo, Capiz, Palawan, 
General Santos, Koronodal, and 
Zamboanga del Norte.

A total of 600 individuals 
will directly benefit from this 

program.



Education 

Brigada Eskwela 
Under the leadership of its Foundation, Sun Life continues its commitment 
towards supporting public schools in the Philippines through participating in the 
annual Brigada Eskwela, the yearly nationwide initiative of the Philippine 
Department of Education to mobilize thousands of volunteers to repair, conduct 
maintenance work, and do clean-ups of elementary and secondary schools 
around the country. 

Program Partner 
Department of Education and various 
public schools

Program Sites 
Manila, Cebu, Iloilo, Bacolod and Davao 

Stories from our Sun Life Brigada Volunteers

#Brigada 
Eskwela2017





Health 

Charity Medical Patients Fund
A grant was given to PGH Medical Foundation to support patients currently confined 
and regularly undergoing treatment at the Philippine General Hospital. Medical 
assistance covered by the grant include medicine, diagnostic tests, and operating 
room needs.
Program Partner 

Charity Patients Medical Fund 

Program Sites 

Metro Manila 

An estimated 100 patients will 
benefit from this grant

Health 

IDEAS 
Positive
Program Partner 

UNILAB Foundation 

Program Sites 

Metro Manila, Ilocos Sur 

In 2017, Sun Life Foundation partnered with UNILAB 
Foundation on the IDEAS Positive Program which engages 
youth from all over the Philippines to use their creativity, 
innovation, and passion to solve health issues all over the 
country. After bootcamps, community visits, and a six 
month pilot project implementation, youth groups are 
awarded based on impacts of their work.

17 youth groups were able to join the IDEAS Positive challenge and were given the 
chance to receive funding towards implementing their community based health 

projects
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Health 

Healthy Mothers & Babies
Sun Life Foundation has partnered with Gota de Leche in supporting infants, young 
children, and breastfeeding mothers. Infants and children who are malnourished or 
underweight are given monthly feedings, medical check ups, and milk rations. 
Meanwhile to help in the nutrition of breastfeeding mothers, they are given monthly 
rations of food that is medically proven to aid in the health of lactating women. 

Program Partner 

Gota de Leche 

Program Sites 

Ifugao, Benguet, Manila, Zambales, 
Cebu

130 undernourished babies and 
children were able to benefit from 

this project 

150  breastfeeding mothers were 
included in the nutrition program



Health 

Bright KYTHE Survivors
Sun Life Foundation has partnered with Kythe Foundation in support of three 
different projects that benefit disadvantaged children afflicted primarily by Cancer 
and other chronic diseases. Sun Life Foundation has focused more on providing 
support to young Cancer Survivors with affiliations to Kythe. Through a scholarship 
program and different events designed to engage Kythe beneficiaries, the 
partnership ensures support to the youth long after recovery from illness.

Program Partner 

Kythe Foundation 

Program Sites 

Metro Manila, Tarlac, Cebu, 

Davao 

7 beneficiaries were able to continue their 
college degrees through the Adopt-A-Survivor 

Program supported by Sun Life Foundation

30 Cancer Survivors took part in a day-camp 
where they participated in team-building 
workshops and other outdoor activities



Health 

Blood Donation Drives

Program Partner 

Philippine Red Cross 

Program Sites 

Manila, Cebu, Aklan, Davao, and Cagayan de Oro 

Three times a year, Sun Life mobilizes Sun Lifers to help save a life by 
donating blood. This continuing effort spearheaded by Sun Life Foundation 
saw seven donation drives take place in 2017 with a total of 287 donors. 

The Philippine Red Cross and 
Sun Life have been partners for 

9 years and counting

Our Sun Life Champions

#GiveBlood





Environment 

Earth Hour Village
The Earth Hour village aims to improve the resilience of communities by adapting to 
climate change impact through the introduction of multiple adaptive technologies that will 
enable sustainable access to food, water, and energy. Project components include 
container farming for food generation, rainwater harvesting technology, and solar lighting 
for homes.

Program Partner 
WWF Philippines 

Program Site 
Monreal, Masbate

A total of 125 beneficiary  
house holds

Through container farming 
technology beneficiaries are 
able to grow Tomatoes, 
Eggplant, Pechay, Okra, 
Ampalaya, and Chilis

One rainwater harvesting tank 
with a capacity of  3 cubic 
meters, can provide 5 days 
worth of drinking water for 20 
households

5 sitios in Monreal have now 
adapted the use of solar lamps
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Environment 

Forests for Water
Forests for Water supports the sustainable rehabilitation of forests in the Ipo Watershed. 
This project contributes towards achieving water security for the 12 million residents of 
Metro Manila. 

Program Partner 
WWF Philippines 

Program Site 
Norzagaray, Bulacan

2500 seedlings were planted 
and monitoring  and 
maintenance of these 
continue to take place

5 Hectares of Forest land 

was rehabilitated
The program integrates 

environment education 

sessions and volunteer 

activities



Environment 

River Rehabilitation 
& Linear Park 

Sun Life Foundation provided funding for the 
construction of a linear park from the mouth of the 
Tumana/Malanday Creek confluence to Marikina River.

Program Partner 
ABS-CBN Lingkod 

Kapamilya Foundation 

Program Site 
Marikina City, NCR

The project area 

coverage is between 

600-800 meters on 

either bank of the river





Arts & Culture 

Gallery 1 of the Museum of 
Natural History
2017 saw the completion of the new National Museum of Natural History in Manila 
where Sun Life Foundation provided funding for Gallery 1. Inauguration of the 
Museum took place in October 2017 and was formally opened to the public in May 
2018. 

Program Partner 
PHINMA Foundation 

Program Sites 
Metro Manila 

What People Have to 
Say About the Natural 
History Museum
“The National Museum of 
Natural History is an 
exemplary example of what 
can be achieved through 
persistence, cooperation, 
patriotism and generosity. ”  
-Ramon Del Rosario, National 
Museum Chairman 

“With so much to see, it’s a 
place that most certainly 
demands a return visit.”  
-rappler.com
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OUR 
LEADERSHIP









Riza Mantaring 
Chairman

Alex Narciso 
President 

Mike Enriquez 
Trustee 

Yahmin Mattison 
Trustee 

Karen Casas 
Trustee 

Benedict Sison 
Treasurer 

Foundation Team

2017  
Project Partners

Kristine Dianne C. Millete 
Executive Director 

Education 
Children’s Hour Philippines 

International Care Ministries 
Department of Education 

Health 
PGH Charity Medical Patients 

Fund 
UNILAB Foundation 

Gota de Leche 
KYTHE Foundation 
Philippine Red Cross 

Environment 
World Wildlife Fund 

ABS-CBN Lingkod Kapamilya 
Foundation 

Arts & Culture 
PHINMA Foundation 

Reiza Ayla Banega 
Lead for Programs & Partnership 

Samantha de Lara 
Lead for Program Administration 

Wilhelm Wade Eusores 
Lead for Program Administration 
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2017 Financial Statements
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